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Most employees would relish hearing such a commendation from their 
boss, anticipating a generous raise and promotion.  

As Christians, we are striving to hear that from the God of the universe.  
In our brief life on earth we are given time, abilities, relationships and 
material resources, and it is our charge to steward them wisely.  
Naturally, we will be imperfect stewards, but we should continually 
strive to improve in each area.

In my work as a Certified Financial Planner ™, I have identified three key 
mistakes that Christian investors repeatedly make in the management of 
their finances resources, with both financial and spiritual consequences. 
These mistakes are almost always in the areas of:

Not surprisingly, Scripture has much to say on each of these topics.  In 
the following pages, I will explore each of these areas by identifying 
Biblical wisdom that can be applied and give practical advice on how we 
can each improve in our role as stewards.

“His master 
replied, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful 
servant! You have 
been faithful with 
a few things; I will 

put you in charge of 
many things.  

Come and share your 
master’s happiness!’” 

Matthew 25:23

Taxes    Fear    Ownership

INTRODUCTION



Paying too much tax 
- “Well, then,” Jesus 

said, “give to Caesar 
what belongs to Cae-
sar, and give to God 

what belongs to
God.” 

Mark 12:17

In this, one of his’ most well known quotes, Jesus gives very broad 
instructions as to how much we should both pay in taxes and give back 
to God.  He does not identify specific dollar amounts or percentages; 
that wasn’t his style.  And while his simplistic answer suggests a 
common formula in giving to both “Caesar” and God, our approach to 
one should be dramatically different from the other, while recognizing 
the interrelatedness of the two.

Under current US law (and with the right CPA or software) it is not 
difficult to calculate how much you owe in taxes to the government.  
Jesus’ words instruct that this is the amount you are to pay.  I would 
also add that taxes should be paid with joy and gratitude.  I believe 
paying taxes is 
representative of God’s provision in our lives and the privilege we have 
to live in a country that has been financially blessed. 

Scripture’s instructions are not so clear-cut when it comes to giving to 
God.  While the Old Testament frequently speaks of a 10% tithe, the 
New Testament takes a very different approach.  

Time and again we are instructed to give generously, sacrificially and 
cheerfully, to use our resources to meet the physical needs of others, and 
to keep in mind the principle of sowing and reaping. 

MISTAKE ONE: TAX



In other words, instead of giving a specific formula that mandates how 
much to give, God lays out principles that should guide our giving:

If you love God, you will meet the needs of others 
(1 John 3:17) 

 
How much you keep is more important to God 

than the amount you give 
(Luke 21:1-4) 

  
God is more interested in our heart condition 

than dollar amounts 
(2   Corinthians 9:7)

God will bless us for our giving  
(2 Corinthians 9:6)

In most cases, I would suggest these principles lead 
to giving that far exceeds a 10% tithe.  

While Jesus instructs us to pay the taxes we owe, as faithful stewards we 
should also identify and utilize opportunities to legally reduce our 
taxes.  Giving, in many cases, presents such opportunities. 
Unfortunately, many generous taxpayers miss out on significant tax 
savings because they don’t fully understand the benefits available based 
on the timing, methods and tools of their giving (such as donor advised 
funds, charitable pooled trusts, charitable annuities, gifting appreciated 
securities, etc.). Donating cash or in-kind items and listing them as an 
itemized deduction on a tax return only scratch the surface of the tax 
benefits that giving may offer.

In addition to planned giving, there may also be opportunities to reduce 
taxes--both for you and future generations--by utilizing Roth accounts, 
conversions, qualified charitable distributions, strategic beneficiary 
designations, tax-efficient investment allocation and other often-over-
looked strategies.

1 John 3:17

17 If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a 

brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, 
how can the love of God 

be in that person?

Luke 21:3-4

 3 “Truly I tell you,” he 
said, “this poor widow has 

put in more than all the 
others. 4 All these people 

gave their gifts out of their 
wealth; but she out of her 
poverty put in all she had 

to live on.”

2 Corinthians 9:7

7 Each of you should give 
what you have decided 

in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:6

Generosity Encouraged
6 Remember this: Whoev-
er sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoev-
er sows generously will also 

reap generously.



“For God has not 
given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power 

and of love and of a 
sound mind” 

2 Timothy 2:7

Generally, when we make emotional decisions we make mistakes.  
Perhaps you’ve learned that from experience, whether it was words said 
in anger, an action taken in frustration, or a quart of ice cream consumed 
in sadness. 

But more than that, this verse in 2 Timothy tells us the emotion of fear 
does not come from God, so it is clearly not something that should drive 
our decision-making.  Instead, we should use the ability God has given us 
and others (power), with the proper motivation (love for God and others), 
and a process of prayer, reasoning and understanding (sound mind) to 
make wise decisions.   

This truth certainly applies to the management of our finances. In the 
investment industry, fear is recognized as both a driver of poor decision-
making and a target for marketers and the media.  This is why it always 
seems like someone believes “the sky” is falling, or soon will be.  That’s 
what keeps our attention and motivates us to buy whatever they are selling 
(news, a book, gold, insurance, etc.). Acting on fear will likely be our loss 
and someone else’s gain.

Fear can also drive us to inaction.  The parable of the talents in Matthew 
25 warns us of the consequences of “burying” our resources and 
commends the faithful servants who multiplied their money.  Yet all too 
often Christians hide their assets in a low-interest savings account and 
miss out on the gains others are achieving.  They avoid investing, likely 
because of fear, lack of education, or previous negative experiences.

MISTAKE TWO: FEAR



But when the proper principles are applied, investing can and should be 
a very rewarding experience.  These include:

   •  Having a long-term mindset and avoiding emotional 
    short-term reactions 
   •  Maintaining an appropriate asset allocation and risk 
   •  Diversification 
   •  Seeking wise counsel

One of the primary reasons retirees run out of money in retirement is 
because they take too little risk and their money does not achieve the 
necessary growth. This may be the result of over-using annuities or 
insurance products, too much money in low-interest savings, or too 
little in growth investments.

As stewards, we should have a healthy awareness of the current times 
and circumstances as they relate to Biblical prophecy, cultural 
conditions, government debt, etc. but also properly apply technical 
knowledge and wisdom to take appropriate action.  

Invest in Many Ventures
11 Ship your grain across the

sea; after many days you may 
receive a return.2 Invest in 

seven ventures, yes, in eight;
    you do not know what 

disaster may come upon the 
land.3 If clouds are full of 

water, they pour rain on the 
earth.  Whether a tree falls to 

the south or to the north,
    in the place where it falls, 
there it will lie.  4 Whoever 

watches the wind will not
plant; whoever looks at the 

clouds will not reap. 5 As 
you do not know the path of 

the wind, or how the body 
is formed[a] in a mother’s 

womb, so you cannot under-
stand the work of God,

    the Maker of all things.
6 Sow your seed in the morn-

ing, and at evening let your 
hands not be idle,

for you do not know which 
will succeed, whether this or 
that, or whether both will do 

equally well.
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6



Suppose you sold a vehicle you no longer needed to a friend at a fair price.  
Shortly thereafter you find out he used the vehicle in a demolition derby 
and it was smashed to pieces.  You might be surprised at his decision, but 
you recognize his actions were justified because he was the rightful owner 
of the vehicle.

Now suppose you loaned a friend a vehicle you no longer needed and the 
same thing happened.  Your response would be dramatically different 
because you were still the owner, and he was simply a temporary steward. 
It is unlikely you would loan him anything ever again because your 
property was so mismanaged.

All too often we act as if the money and things we possess are solely for our 
comfort or enjoyment, and pay little regard to seeking out the purposes 
God had in mind when he provided it all.  We might think because we gave 
a portion back to God that we now own the rest.  Or we might justify our 
stewardship by comparing our decisions to others’.  

But our belief remains that God owns everything.  We are managers and are 
accountable to him for our management of everything. Recognizing this 
belief should greatly influence our decision-making.  Not only is it the lens 
through which we should view all our financial decisions, but it also should 
motivate us to look to him for guidance on how we manage his resources 
(guidance from Scripture, prayer, and wise counsel of others).

Our spending decisions sometimes lead to personal guilt or judgement 
from others if they are perceived as excessive or indulgent.  But we are 
never instructed how much to spend on a house, car or vacation. In fact, we 
are told that God gives for our enjoyment.

“The earth is the 
Lord’s, and 

everything in it, 
the world, and all 

who live in it.”
 

Psalm 24:1

MISTAKE THREE: OWNERSHIP



In addition, however, Scripture repeatedly says we are to:
     •  Seek God
     •  Maintain an eternal perspective
     •  Be thankful
     •  Never trust in our wealth

There is so much to know as it relates to personal finances--not to mention 
all the other aspects of our lives.  Life can certainly be overwhelming. I 
think that was God’s intention so we would have to rely on him.

We will never know or understand everything.  We will make mistakes.  I 
believe God’s expectation of us is not perfection; it is faithfulness.  If we 
follow the directions he has given us in Scripture as we make financial 
decisions, and recognize God’s ownership of all we have, we will likely be 
found faithful as stewards.

“Command those who 
are rich in this present 

world not to be arro-
gant nor to put their 

hope in wealth, which 
is so uncertain, but to 
put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us 

with everything for our 
enjoyment.”

1 Timothy 6:17
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